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Similar reasons discourage any attempt to formulate in brief
remedies against nationalism. It is now generally recognized
that a mere machinery of international organization cannot work
if the right spirit is lacking. But how can this spirit be created or
strengthened ? The proclamation of general principles obviously
is not enough. Neither is it sufficient to lay down that nations
must be educated towards that spirit, if a practicable plan and an
adequate number of qualified educators are not available. The
habit of treating such questions in an unrealistic and perfunctory
way is bound to lead to failure, disillusionment and cynicism.
Education towards world-citizenship, moreover, is not merely
a matter for the schools. It is connected with all the great issues
of political and economic life, and could only be solved if the
leading nations of the world would adopt detailed plans based on
identical principles. These remarks may explain why I have
withstood the temptation to make practical proposals in a short
final chapter.
Nevertheless even negative conclusions of a theoretical kind
may have their value for purposes of practical policy. A disease
cannot be treated in the right way before its cause has been dis-
covered. Modem medicine could not develop as long as people
believed in imaginary causes of illness, for example, evil demons.
Im the case of nationalism the first step to a practical cure also
consists in discarding imaginary causes. The second step, though
not the final one, would be a wide appreciation of the real causes.
The principal difficulties are the strength of prejudice, egotism,
and wishful thinking and the unwillingness of many politicians to
adopt complicated plans which can only bear fruit in the future
and which are likely to arouse national prejudice and passions.